
 
 
 
 
 

THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF NIAGARA
TRANSPORTATION STEERING COMMITTEE

AGENDA
 

TSC 2-2020
Tuesday, December 1, 2020
9:30 a.m.
Meeting will be held by electronic participation only
All electronic meetings can be viewed on Niagara Region's Website at:
 https://www.niagararegion.ca/government/council/

Due to efforts to contain the spread of COVID-19 and to protect all individuals, there is no public
access to Niagara Region Headquarters. If you are interested in viewing this meeting or would like
to speak to an item listed on the agenda please contact the Office of the Regional Clerk at
clerk@niagararegion.ca at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting.
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If you require any accommodations for a disability in order to attend or participate in meetings or
events, please contact the Accessibility Advisor at 905-980-6000 ext. 3252 (office), 289-929-8376
(cellphone) or accessibility@niagararegion.ca (email). 

7. OTHER BUSINESS

7.1. Greater Niagara Circle Route Committee Update

8. NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be at the call of the Chair.

9. ADJOURNMENT
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Study Purpose

• To understand the impact transportation, or the lack of 
transportation, has on the health and wellbeing of Niagara’s 
post-secondary students
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Supporting Council’s Strategic Priorities

Healthy & Vibrant Community, and

Responsible Growth & Infrastructure Planning

Shape Niagara

• Priority 2: Transportation connecting people to jobs & services

• Priority 3: Supporting those in need through affordable housing & transit

• Priority 6: Active transportation

• Priority 10: Quality of life and public safety

• Priority 15: Youth and young family retention
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Health Equity and Transportation
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Wellbeing and Transportation

• Greater Education = Greater Health

• Being Connected to the Community

• Community Design Impacts Health

• Long Commutes = Poorer Health
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High Level Overview of the Study

• The study was conducted in the fall term of 2018 and winter 
term of 2019 

• Data we collected through an on-line survey that went out 
through student e-mails and photovoice interviews
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Campus Stats ≈ 30,000 Students 

BROCK

• 18,000 Brock students
• About 11% are international students

NIAGARA COLLEGE

• 11,800 students
• About 40% are international students
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Overall Survey Response 

n=1821

Brock University 61%

Niagara College 39%
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Number of Survey Responses
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Demographics
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Domestic & International Students 
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Connection Between Municipality & Living Situation

Homestay Live alone

Live with 

family/parents

Live with 

partner

Live with 

roommates Other

With 

children

Grand 

Total

Fort Erie 0% 0% 67% 15% 15% 0% 4% 100%

Grimsby 0% 13% 74% 9% 4% 0% 0% 100%

Lincoln 0% 0% 86% 9% 5% 0% 0% 100%

Niagara Falls 0% 7% 43% 10% 38% 1% 1% 100%

Niagara-on-the-Lake 0% 6% 30% 9% 53% 2% 0% 100%

Other 0% 2% 65% 13% 15% 3% 1% 100%

Pelham 0% 4% 91% 0% 4% 0% 0% 100%

Port Colborne 0% 0% 63% 25% 0% 6% 6% 100%

St. Catharines 1% 8% 23% 11% 56% 2% 0% 100%

Thorold 0% 5% 11% 4% 79% 1% 0% 100%

Wainfleet 0% 0% 86% 0% 0% 0% 14% 100%

Welland 1% 7% 26% 13% 48% 2% 1% 100%

West Lincoln 0% 0% 63% 25% 13% 0% 0% 100%

Grand Total 0% 7% 31% 10% 50% 2% 1% 100%
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Housing Qualities & Transportation 
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Transportation 
Modes
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Commuting to School Seasonal Comparison
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Commute to Co-op Placements

Photovoice Participant 17, Female, Niagara College, 

April 10, 2019
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Student Satisfaction with Commute to School
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Impact of Transportation on Wellbeing

20



Belonging & Campus Event Participation
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Impact of Transportation on Participation
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Employment
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Employment Continued

Distance to employment
• Less than 3 km = 29%

• 4-6 km = 26%

• 7-10 km = 18%

• More than 10 km = 27%
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Modal Type and Number of Hours Worked
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Employment 
Locations
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Future Directions

• Cycling and Bike Share

• Walking

• Public transit

• Ride share

• Carshare

• Shuttles

• Women

• International students 

• Inclusion of all municipalities
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Future Direction: Cycling and Bikeshare

• Bicycles third most available for of transportation

• First and last ‘mile’ of transit trip

• Bikeshare
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Future 
Direction: 
Walking

Snow removal on sidewalks
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Future Direction: Public Transit
Themes:

• frequency of buses, 

• timeliness or tardiness 

of buses, 

• connectivity between 

buses, 

• evening and weekend 

buses, and

• connections to other 

modes of transportation
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Future Direction: Rideshare (Carpooling)

• Opportunity for a more formalized carpooling program 
• Perhaps best post-COVID
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Future Direction: Carshare

• 67% of students have a full G class licence

• Full-time car ownership may be out of financial reach

• Could increase mobility suite
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Future Direction: Shuttles
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Future Direction: Women
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Future Direction: International Students
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Future Direction: 
Inclusion of all 
Municipalities 
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Next Steps

• Research Steering Committee provided some potential actions 
that could support these future direction

• Creating a new Implementation Committee 
• Mobilize the potential actions  

• Provide addition actions to support the future directions

• Take initiative to implement the actions 

• Report back on initiatives 
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Questions?
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THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF NIAGARA 
TRANSPORTATION STEERING COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
 

TSC 1-2020 
Tuesday, February 25, 2020 

Council Chamber 
Niagara Region Headquarters, Campbell West 

1815 Sir Isaac Brock Way, Thorold, ON 
 
Committee: Councillors Butters, Greenwood, Ip (Committee Chair), Junkin, 

Redekop; N. Arsenault (Councillor - Niagara-on-the-Lake), D. 
Cridland (Councillor - Wainfleet), A. Desmarais (Councillor - Port 
Colborne), N. Dubanow (Councillor - Fort Erie), R. Freake 
(Councillor - Grimsby), H. Jonker (Councillor - West Lincoln), M. 
Mikolic (Councillor - Lincoln), K. Porter (Councillor - St. 
Catharines), K. Sentance (Councillor - Thorold) 

  
Absent/Regrets: Bradley (Regional Chair), Councillors Chiocchio, Fertich 

(Committee Vice-Chair); M. Butler (Councillor - Fort Erie), L. 
Haun (Councillor - Pelham), R. Huckla (Niagara College Student 
Administrative Council), A. Jalib (Brock University Students' 
Union Representative) 

  
Staff: M. Evely, Legislative Coordinator, A.-M. Norio, Regional Clerk, 

C. Ryall, Director, Transportation Services, B. Zvaniga, 
Commissioner, Public Works 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Committee Chair Ip called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. 

2. DISCLOSURES OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 

There were no disclosures of pecuniary interest. 

3. PRESENTATIONS 

3.1 Fit City 

Lisa Gallant, Health Promoter, Niagara Region, provided information 
respecting Fit City. Topics of the presentation included: 

 Community Environment  

 Niagara Region Involvement 

 Opportunities for Healthy Living 

 Niagara Statistics 
o How we Move and Play 
o How we Eat 
o How we Build  
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Transportation Steering Committee 
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  February 25, 2020 
Page 2 

 

Councillor Information Request(s): 

Provide information respecting the percentage of students that walk or ride 
a bike to school from inside and outside the busing zones. M. Mikolic. 

3.2 Niagara Navigator Overview 

Dave Salter, Manager, GIS Services, Niagara Region, provided 
information respecting Niagara Navigator Overview. Topics of the 
presentation included: 

 Existing 
o Scenic Bike Route Search 
o Mobile Application 

 Option 
o Story Map 
o ArcGIS Online Project 

4. DELEGATIONS 

There were no delegations. 

5. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 

5.1 TSC-C 1-2020 
Amendments to Active Transportation Sub-Committee Terms of 
Reference 

Moved by A. Desmarais  
Seconded by N. Dubanow 

That Correspondence Item TSC-C 1-2020, being a memorandum from C. 
Ryall, Director, Transportation Services, dated February 25, 2020, 
respecting Amendments to Active Transportation Sub-Committee Terms 
of Reference, BE RECEIVED and the following recommendation BE 
APPROVED: 

1. That the amendments to the Active Transportation Sub-Committee 
terms of reference, as described in Appendix 1 to Correspondence 
Item TSC-C 1-2020, BE APPROVED.  

Carried 
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6. CONSENT ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 

That the following items BE RECEIVED for information: 

Moved by H. Jonker 
Seconded by K. Sentance  

TSC-C 4-2020 
Active Transportation Sub-Committee Meeting Minutes - February 4, 2020 

TSC-C 6-2020 
Toronto Bicycle Show and E-Bike Expo Update 

Carried 

7. OTHER BUSINESS 

7.1 Update on Transportation Steering Committee Terms of Reference 

Carolyn Ryall, Director, Transportation Services, advised Committee 
members that a revised Terms of Reference will be brought to the 
Committee for consideration which will include changes to the frequency 
of meetings. 

7.2 Update on Greater Niagara Circle Route Committee 

Carolyn Ryall, Director, Transportation Services, advised that a report 
respecting the Greater Niagara Circle Route Committee's (GNCRC) 
reporting structure will be brought to the Planning and Economic 
Development Committee meeting being held on March 11, 2020. 
Additionally, she announced that a bus tour of the municipalities on the 
circle route would be scheduled for GNCRC members to provide them 
with a fulsome understanding of the route prior to the preparation of the 
Committee's work plan.   
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8. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be at the call of the Chair. 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:11 a.m. 

 
 
 

_______________________________ _______________________________ 
Councillor Ip 
Committee Chair 

Mark Evely 
Legislative Coordinator 

  
 
_______________________________ 
Ann-Marie Norio 
Regional Clerk 
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