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[bookmark: _GoBack]Declaration between 

Niagara Region and the 

Indigenous Friendship Centres of Niagara

Addendum to the AMO-OFIFC Declaration



WHEREAS the culture and traditions of Indigenous Peoples are woven into the fabric of Canada’s heritage and particularly in the historical roots of the Niagara region



WHEREAS the federal census data indicates the Niagara area includes approximately X number of rural and urban Indigenous peoples or X percentage of Niagara’s total population



WHEREAS the population of rural and urban indigenous peoples is significantly underrepresented in government data that is creating a disconnect with information on the essential services that are required by Niagara’s indigenous population 	Comment by Executive Director-Jenn Dockstader: Please always capitalize the word Indigenous



WHEREAS to better understand how best to enhance the quality of life and increase the prosperity among Niagara’s urban and rural Indigenous peoples, it is critical for Niagara Region to actively collaborate with representatives of the Indigenous community



WHEREAS corporate service areas within Niagara Region that directly support the needs of Niagara’s indigenous population have fostered and maintained a close working relationship with Niagara’s Native Friendship Centres 	Comment by Executive Director-Jenn Dockstader: Indigenous	Comment by Executive Director-Jenn Dockstader: Indigenous



WHEREAS Regional studies indicate there is a critical need to co-ordinate all relevant social services in the Region and to educate all persons involved in these and other applicable services unique to the needs of Indigenous people



WHEREAS opportunities exist for collaboration with other service areas within the Region in the development of effective engagement practices for the purposes of 

· increasing representation of the urban and rural indigenous communities in the delivery of Regional services and 	Comment by Executive Director-Jenn Dockstader: Indigenous	Comment by Executive Director-Jenn Dockstader: and Indigenous organizations

· enhancing the presence of the Indigenous community in Regional events





ALL SIGNATORIES RECOGNIZE:



THAT Niagara Region and the Niagara’s Friendship Centres work together to achieve the articles of the AMO-OFIFC Declaration of Mutual Commitment and Friendship	Comment by Executive Director-Jenn Dockstader: Indigenous





SIGNATORIES AND ADJACENT DATES:



Niagara Region





Fort Erie Native Friendship Centre
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