Niagara River Ramsar Designation — Canada

Jocelyn Baker: Canadian Co-Chair, Niagara River Binational Ramsar Designation Steering Committee

Jajean Rose-Burney: U.S. Co-Chair, Niagara River Binational Ramsar Designation Steering Committee
Kerry Mitchell: U.S. Member, Niagara River Binational Ramsar Designation Steering Committee



Overview

e Who we are

e Why we are here today

e What is Ramsar

* Why Ramsar for the Niagara River
 Path moving forward




Why Are We Here Today?
' i i £ : On October 3, 2019 the U.S.
. ~—  portion of the Niagara River
was officially designated as a
Wetland of International

Importance: a Ramsar site.

il \When Canada achieves
Ramsar designation, the 2
sides will join, forming the first
transboundary Ramsar site in
all the America’s




Why Are We Here Today?

We are seeking Niagara Regions endorsement for Niagara River Ramsar Designation
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Think lands that are wet for global cultural interpretation
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Ramsar IS:

= Voluntary Convention signed by 171 countries
» Global biodiversity recognition of water-based systems

» Goal to strengthen global conservation and collaboration




171 member nations, over 25 million ha on 2,391 sites
Ramsar sites form the world’s largest network of globally important areas
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Canadian Ramsar Sites

Source: Globe and Mail / Richard Seeley Source: Modified from NATO
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Ramsar Designation Criteria — one criteria needed to qualify

1. Is representative, rare, or unique.

2. Supports vulnerable, endangered or threatened species.

3. Supports keystone or endemic species.

4. Supports species at a critical stage in their life cycles.

5. Supports 20,000 or more waterbirds.

6. Supports 1% of the individuals global population of waterbird.

7. Supports a significant proportion of indigenous fish species.

8. An important food source, spawning area, or migration area for fish.
9. Supports 1% of the individuals population of a non-avian species.
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Miagara Piant Group 14,000 Miagara Parcway, RA#1, Niagara on the Lake, On y

December 16, 2014

Miagara Peninsula servation Authorty
0 Thorold Road West 3rd Floor
Welland, ON L3C 2

Attention: Ms. Jocelyn Baker
Supervisor, Watershed Restoration Watershed Management

Dear M aker,;
ion of the MNiagara River Cormidor as a Ramsar Wetland of Intemational

e o g AS @ user of the water, OPG has no objection to the steering

generating st

S e ey COMMIttee seeking designation of the Niagara River Corridor

Lower Miagara River.

mueaneneannd &S & RAMSAr Wetland of International Importance

between Can
Joint Comm

As a ] bjection to the Miagara Peninsula Cx rvation
Authority seeking designatio ra River Comridor as a Ramsar land of
International Importance.

Dean Morton
Public Affairs and Property Management Advisor
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S Feasibility

Boundary Waters Treaty between Canada and the United States and
“*1 is administered by the International Joint Commission (IJC). NYPA

| and the State of New York own most of the land immediately along

.| the gorge and the river shore.

el As a user of the water, NYPA has no objection to the steering

“ committee seeking designation of the Niagara River Corridor as a
«wae| Ramsar Wetland of International Importance




What a Ramsar Designation Won't Do:

 Ensure environmental protection, Ramsar designation will not bring regulation
e Restrict users rights, including the ability to draw water for irrigation (NOTL)

« The Ramsar Convention is a voluntary framework, it will not stop or prevent
economic development projects (Thundering Waters)

e |t does not “lock in” an administrative body (nominator) or any other endorsing
partner. Endorsements can be reconsidered at anytime with no penalty.




Does not impact development project example:
Oak Hammock Marsh (Manitoba) — Ramsar Site (1987) & Ducks Unlimited Canada National Office

Dl 30, aru suive 10 Suenygunern e prowecuorn o1 not

only Oak Hammock Marsh, but all of our wildlife
management areas.

*(1330)

Ihave an addition, inlight of what was said before.
That was my presentation as | prepared it for last
week Thursday, but in light of comments made
during Thursday's and Tuesday’s public hearings
and recent news articles, | would like to address this
committee on several other points.

First of all on Tuesday, Mr. Enns asked Alison
Elliott, President of the Manitoba Naturalists
Society, whether or not improved interpretive
facilities would be of benefit to Oak Hammock
Marsh. For the record, | would like it to be known
that | have worked for the Department of Natural
Resources as a naturalist at Oak Hammock Marsh
for two seasons. During that time, itwas abundantly
clearthatthe interpretive value of Oak Hammock lay
in its unstructured nature. Put simply, kids and
adults do not want to spend time in buildings when
they come toOakHammock. Theyjustlike roaming
about absorbing what they can from the natural

228 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

https://www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/hansard/35th 2nd/hansardpdf/punr8.pdf

announced upon the occasion of the third mesting
of the Conference of the Contracting Parties to the
Convention at Regina, Saskatchewan in May 1987.

"Listing a wetlands site under the Convention
entails certain conservation obligations.
Development is not precluded at Ramsar sites, but
contracting parties are obliged to promote the
conservation of these areas and to provide
information to the Ramsar Bureau if the ecological
character of such a site has changed, is changing,
or is likely to change as a result of technological
developments, pollution or other human
interference. (Art. 3 of the Convention).
Procedures exist for such developments to be
reviewed internationally by the member States to
the treaty with a view to assisting the country
concerned in maintaining the ecological character
of the site.

“It should also be noted that the Convention

provides the possibility for a country, in its urgent
nationalinterest, to delete or restrict the boundaries
of awetland it has included on the List. There have
been some cases of boundary restrictions at

June 21, 1991
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What will a Ramsar Designation do?

 Promote conservation through international cooperation

* Increase community pride through globally recognized level of significance

* Increase ecotourism (ornithologists Ramsar site network)

* Increase funding for tourism, economic development & resource management

* Increase marketing opportunities linked to site activities, services, & products

The use of the globally recognized Ramsar logo in branding and advertising




Verona Venice
o o o
Padua
Bologna
fo)
Rimini
o

San Marino

[®]
Florence

Italy

Trieste
o

Slovenia

Za%reb
Croatia
Krajinski p‘arls a
Zadar Secoveljske soline Vi
(] i .-k‘\-‘
Split

Q‘r 5
"ty
Ses

Secoveljske Soline Ramsar Site Slovenia (Salt Pans)



A aja:
NE Pridelava so|;j
115, 6320 Portor,

rje, ki ni moglo
Zaj na nebo.




About Us Stories I ews edia ntac
Conserving
Canada’s
‘ ; Wetlands Our Work - Places How to Help SHOP DONATE NOW

QUILL LAKES WATER CRISIS RECEIVES
INTERNATIONAL ATTENTION

Quills Lakes, Saskatchewan: Ramsar Site 1987
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QUILL LAKES WATER CRISIS RECEIVES
INTERNATIONAL ATTENTION







Where is Canada in the Niagara River designation process?

Selection of a site nominator:

In 2015, the Niagara Parks Commission Board of Directors approved the site nominator
role in principal pending an acceptable legal review which is completed.

Completion of a Canadian nomination package:

 Ramsar Information Sheet (RIS) species lists are all completed.
 Engagement with Indigenous partners, stakeholders and the community is on-going

 Endorsement have been received from Ontario Power Generation, the City of Niagara
Falls (Ontario), Town of Fort Erie, & GLSLCI, NPCA, NC, NRC, Land Care Niagara,
various conservation groups.

 Endorsements are required from the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake, the Regional
Municipality of Niagara.



The Ramsar Convention has been operating as the
most successful international conservation
collaboration for 50 years (2021)







Local

Home / News / Local

The Niagara River above Niagara Falls -photo jburney

GreenWatch: Important Niagara River Ramsar meeting
this Tuesday

f RV +[S]|e

by Jay Burney / Mar. 19, 2016 4pm EST

Endorsement from local/ state natural resource agency
* New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

Endorsement from Congress representing area

e Congressman Brian Higgins

Endorsement from the landowners:

 New York Power Authority

» City of Niagara Falls

« City of Buffalo

* Erie County

 Town of Grand Island

» Village of Lewiston

 New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, & Historic
» City of Tonawanda

» City of North Tonawanda

 Town of Tonawanda

* Western New York Land Conservancy



Endorsements from local/ state stakeholders

* Audubon New York / Buffalo Audubon Society
« Buffalo Olmsted Parks Conservancy

« Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper

« Buffalo Society of Natural Resources

* Friends of Times Beach Nature Preserve

» Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative
» Lake Erie Watershed Protection Alliance
 New York State Senator Chris Jacobs

* New York State Assemblyman Sean Ryan

* Niagara Global Tourism Initiative

« Sierra Club Niagara Group

» Visit Buffalo Niagara

Endorsements from County & Municipality:

« City of Niagara Falls

« City of Buffalo

* Erie County

 Town of Grand Island
« Town of Lewiston

» Village of Lewiston

« City of Tonawanda

« City of North Tonawanda
« Town of Tonawanda

* Niagara County

« Town of Niagara

« Town of Porter

« Town of Wheatfield

« Village of Youngstown




CONGRESSMAN

Brian Higgins HOME  ABOUT  SERVICES | MEDIACENTER | LEGISLATION  ISSUES

FIGHTING FOR WESTERN NEW YORK

-

Home » Media Center » Press Releases

NIAGARA RIVER CORRIDOR RECOGNIZED AS 40TH WETLAND OF
INTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE BY THE UNITED STATES




Global Opportunity for the entire Niagara River Community

Local Opportunity to Change the Legacy and Be the legacy



Thank you

Next Steps

Complete engagement requirements
and submit final paperwork to ECCC

Then celebrate!!!
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