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Appendix 4 – PDS 9-2021 

Excerpt from A Place to Grow: Growth Plan for the Greater 
Golden Horseshow (Growth Plan, 2020) 

 

4.2.1 Water Resource Systems  

1. Upper-and single-tier municipalities, partnering with lower-tier municipalities and 
conservation authorities as appropriate, will ensure that watershed planning is 
undertaken to support a comprehensive, integrated, and long-term approach to the 
protection, enhancement, or restoration of the quality and quantity of water within a 
watershed. 

 

2. Water resource systems will be identified to provide for the long-term protection of 
key hydrologic features, key hydrologic areas, and their functions. 

 
3. Watershed planning or equivalent will inform: 

a) the identification of water resource systems; 

b) the protection, enhancement, or restoration of the quality and quantity of 
water; 

c) decisions on allocation of growth; and 

d) planning for water, wastewater, and stormwater infrastructure. 
  

4. Planning for large-scale development in designated greenfield areas, including 
secondary plans, will be informed by a subwatershed plan or equivalent. 

  
5. Municipalities will consider the Great Lakes Strategy, the targets and goals of the 

Great Lakes Protection Act, 2015, and any applicable Great Lakes agreements as 
part of watershed planning and coastal or waterfront planning initiatives. 

 

4.2.3 Key Hydrologic Features, Key Hydrologic Areas and Key Natural 
Heritage Features  

1. Outside of settlement areas, development or site alteration is not permitted in key 
natural heritage features that are part of the Natural Heritage System for the Growth 
Plan or in key hydrologic features, except for: 

a) forest, fish, and wildlife management; 

b) conservation and flood or erosion control projects, but only if they have 
been demonstrated to be necessary in the public interest and after all 
alternatives have been considered; 

c) activities that create or maintain infrastructure authorized under an 
environmental assessment process; 

d) mineral aggregate operations and wayside pits and quarries; 
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e) expansions to existing buildings and structures, accessory structures and 
uses, and conversions of legally existing uses which bring the use more 
into conformity with this Plan, subject to demonstration that the use does 
not expand into the key hydrologic feature or key natural heritage feature 
or vegetative protection zone unless there is no other alternative, in which 
case any expansion will be limited in scope and kept within close 
geographical proximity to the existing structure; 

f) expansions or alterations to existing buildings and structures for 
agricultural uses, agriculture-related uses, or on-farm diversified uses and 
expansions to existing residential dwellings if it is demonstrated that: 

i. there is no alternative, and the expansion or alteration in the 

feature is minimized and, in the vegetation protection zone, is 

directed away from the feature to the maximum extent possible; 

and 

ii. the impact of the expansion or alteration on the feature andits 

functions is minimized and mitigated to the maximum extent 

possible; and 

g) small-scale structures for recreational uses, including boardwalks, 
footbridges, fences, docks, and picnic facilities, if measures are taken to 
minimize the number of such structures and their negative impacts. 

 
2. Outside of settlement areas, proposals for large-scale development proceeding by 

way of plan of subdivision, vacant land plan of condominium or site plan may be 
permitted within a key hydrologic area where it is demonstrated that the hydrologic 
functions, including the quality and quantity of water, of these areas will be protected 
and, where possible, enhanced or restored through: 

a) the identification of planning, design, and construction practices and 
techniques; 

b) meeting other criteria and direction set out in the applicable watershed 
planning or subwatershed plans;  

c) and meeting any applicable provincial standards, guidelines, and 
procedures. 

 

4.2.4 Lands Adjacent to Key Hydrologic Features and Key Natural 
Heritage Features  

1. Outside settlement areas, a proposal for new development or site alteration within 
120 metres of a key natural heritage feature within the Natural Heritage System for 
the Growth Plan or a key hydrologic feature will require a natural heritage evaluation 
or hydrologic evaluation that identifies a vegetation protection zone, which: 

a) is of sufficient width to protect the key natural heritage feature or key 
hydrologic feature and its functions from the impacts of the proposed 
change; 

b) is established to achieve and be maintained as natural self-sustaining 
vegetation; and 
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c) for key hydrologic features, fish habitat, and significant woodlands, is no 
less than 30 metres measured from the outside boundary of the key 
natural heritage feature or key hydrologic feature. 

1.  

2. Evaluations undertaken in accordance with policy 4.2.4.1 will identify any additional 
restrictions to be applied before, during, and after development to protect the 
hydrologic functions and ecological functions of the feature. 
 

3. Development or site alteration is not permitted in the vegetation protection zone, with 
the exception of that described in policy 4.2.3.1 or shoreline development as 
permitted in accordance with policy 4.2.4.5. 

 

4. Notwithstanding policies 4.2.4.1, 4.2.4.2 and 4.2.4.3: 

a) a natural heritage or hydrologic evaluation will not be required for a 
proposal for development or site alteration on a site where the only key 
natural heritage feature is the habitat of endangered species and 
threatened species; 

b) new buildings and structures for agricultural uses, agriculture-related 
uses, or on-farm diversified uses will not be required to undertake a 
natural heritage or hydrologic evaluation if a minimum 30 metre vegetation 
protection zone is provided from a key natural heritage feature or key 
hydrologic feature; and 

c) uses permitted in accordance with policy 4.2.4.4 b): 

iii. are exempt from the requirement of establishing a condition of 

natural self-sustaining vegetation if the land is, and will continue 

to be, used for agricultural purposes; and 

iv. will pursue best management practices to protect and restore 

key natural heritage features, key hydrologic features, and their 

functions. 

 

5. Outside of settlement areas, in developed shoreline areas of inland lakes that are 

designated or zoned for concentrations of development as of July1, 2017, infill 

development, redevelopment and resort development is permitted, subject to 

municipal and agency planning and regulatory requirements, if the development will: 

a) be integrated with existing or proposed parks and trails, and will not 
constrain ongoing or planned stewardship and remediation efforts; 

b) restore, to the maximum extent possible, the ecological features and 
functions in developed shoreline areas; and 

c) in the case of redevelopment and resort development: 

i. establish, or increase the extent and width of, a vegetation 

protection zone along the shoreline to a minimum of 30 metres; 

ii. increase the extent of fish habitat in the littoral zone; 

iii. be planned, designed, and constructed to protect hydrologic 

functions, minimize erosion, and avoid or mitigate sedimentation 

and the introduction of nutrient or other pollutants into the lake; 
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iv. exclude shoreline structures that will impede the natural flow of 

water or exacerbate algae concerns along the shoreline; 

v. enhance the ability of native plants and animals to use the 

shoreline as both wildlife habitat and a movement corridor; 

vi. use lot-level stormwater controls to reduce Stormwater runoff 

volumes and pollutant loadings; 

vii. use natural shoreline treatments, where practical, for shoreline 

stabilization, erosion control, or protection; 

viii. meet other criteria and direction set out in applicable watershed 

planning and subwatershed plans; 

ix. be serviced by sewage works which reduce nutrient inputs to 

groundwater and the lake from baseline levels; and 

x. x. demonstrate available capacity in the receiving water body 

based on inputs from existing and approved development. 


