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Appendix 2:  Aligned Regional Incentive Programs  

Program  Regional Program 
minimums/maximums Key Parameters  Key Performance  

Indicators 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING    

Partnership Housing 
Program 

 Suite of Incentives (e.g., 
grants, deferrals) 

Determined on a case by case 
basis depending on 

funding/contributions available 

Scoring criteria weighted to 
projects increasing  purpose-built 

rental and creating affordable 
units for waitlist tenants at lower 
cost than Regional construction 

Number of affordable units created 
Number of households removed 

from NRH waitlist 
Amount of incentive per unit 

Affordable and Supportive 
Housing 

Regional Development Charge 
Deferral 

  Up to 100% of Regional DCs 
deferred for eligible units as long 

as they remain affordable 

Some units which move 
households off wait list may have 
DCs granted after specified time 

period 

Number of affordable units created 
Number of households removed 

from NRH waitlist 
Amount of incentive per unit 

Non-Profit Grant  
Regional Development Charge 

Grant 

Up to 100% of Regional DCs  
Annual budget (current $150k) 

Scoring criteria for projects based 
on alignment with Regional 

priorities 

Number of affordable units created 
Number of households removed 

from NRH waitlist 
Amount of incentive per unit 

Intensification Grant 
Regional Development Charge 

Grant 

100% of Regional DCs granted for 
eligible projects 

 Includes interior and exterior 
secondary suites as defined by 

provincial DC Act  

Number and type of units rental 
created (affordable, attainable) 

Residential Rental Grant 
Regional Project Grant  

Maximum $40k/unit for up to two 
units 

Annual budget 

Must remain affordable rental 
units for a minimum of 10 years 

Number and type of units rental 
created (affordable, attainable) 

Small Building Rental Grant 
Regional Project Grant  

Maximum grant of $15k/unit for up 
to five units 

Annual budget  

Must remain affordable rental 
units for a minimum of 10 years 

Number and type of units rental 
created (affordable, attainable) 

NRH Home Ownership 
Downpayment Assistance 

Forgivable Loan 

Up to 5% of down payment 
Provincial funding 

Must meet age, renter household, 
income and asset requirements 

Number of affordable units 
purchased 

Number of households removed 
from NRH waitlist 

Amount of incentive per unit 
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NRH Niagara Renovates 
Homeownership 
Forgivable Loan 

Up to $22k for eligible projects and 
up to $5k in accessibility 

renovations  
Provincial funding 

Must meet certain income and 
ownership requirements  

Number of affordable units 
maintained through repair, 
accessible accommodation 
Amount of incentive per unit 

NRH  Niagara Renovates 
Multi-residential 
Forgivable Loan 

 Maximum $10k/unit, maximum per 
building of $25k-$90k depending 

on number of units 
Provincial funding 

Must have over two units, units 
must be at or below average 

market rent for 15 years  

Number of affordable units 
maintained through repair, 
accessible accommodation 
Amount of incentive per unit 

NRH Non-Profit and Co-op 
Capital Repair Costs 

Forgivable Loan 

Federal/provincial funding 
Grant maximums dependent on 

funding  

Must have agreements with 
Housing Services 

Ranked on criteria including 
urgency, ability to fund 

Number of affordable units 
maintained  

Amount of incentive per unit 

NRH Housing Provider 
Capital Loan Program 

 Loan and Grant 

Annual program budget 
Grant maximums dependent on 

funding  

Must have agreements with 
Housing Services 

Must be non-profit or co-op 
Ranked on criteria including 

urgency, ability to fund 

Number of affordable units 
maintained  

Amount of incentive per unit 

EMPLOYMENT     

Gateway CIP Tax Increment 
Grant 

Local and Regional Gateway 
CIP matching grant 

Maximum 100% TIG for 10 years 
in Strategic Locations for 

Investment (five years outside 
SLIs) 

With Local Municipalities, align 
Smart Growth criteria with 

industrial development 
Review of Strategic Locations for 

Investment  

Number of jobs created  
Amount of grant provided 

Gateway CIP Regional DC 
Grant 

Local and Regional Gateway 
CIP matching grant 

Maximum $1.5M per project  Local DC matching grant required Number of jobs created  
Amount of grant provided 
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Niagara Business Attraction 
Tax Increment Grant 

Local CIP matching grant 

Maximum of 75% of Gateway TIG 
calculation for five years  

Project must be approved by LAM 
under a CIP  

Number of jobs created 
Number of Local Municipal 

matching programs  

Regional Employment Grant 
Regional Development Charge 

Grant 

1-10 full time positions created = 
50% of RDCs  

11-20 full time positions created = 
75% of RDCs  

21+ full time positions created = 
100% of RDCs  

Eligible employment sectors are 
Manufacturing (NAICS 31-33) and 

Professional, Scientific and 
Technical Services (NAICS 54, 

with some exceptions) 

Number of jobs created 
Employment sectors of new jobs  

50% Industrial Expansion 
Grant  

Regional Development Charge 
Grant 

100% of DCs on maximum of 50% 
of gross floor area prior to first 

enlargement  
See maximum and minimums Number of jobs created 

Square feet added 

BROWNFIELD     

Brownfield Tax Increment 
Grant Tier 1:   
Select Sites  
(Local CIP) 

80%  or 100% with affordable 
housing 

10 Years - fixed calculation 
Annual grant no greater than $10M 
Minimum $5M in remediation costs 

For remediation costs only 
 Eligible sites identified in 

collaboration with local 
municipalities  

Project must be approved by LAM 
under a CIP  

Acres remediated in urban area 
Affordable housing units created 

Number of jobs created 
Increase in assessment value 

Brownfield Tax Increment 
Grant Tier 2 
(Local CIP) 

60% or 80% with affordable 
housing  

10 Years - Fixed calculation 
Annual grant no greater than $1M 

Minimum $250k in remediation 
costs  

For remediation costs only 
Project must be approved by LAM 

under a CIP  

Acres remediated in urban area 
Affordable housing units created 

Number of jobs created 
Increase in assessment value 

Brownfield RDC Deferral 
Regional Development Charge 

Deferral 

100% of RDCs may be deferred 
until occupancy permit issued or 

five years from signing of  
agreement, whichever is first  

 May stack with BTIG 

Acres remediated in urban area 
Affordable housing units created 

Number of jobs created 
Increase in assessment value 
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PUBLIC REALM    

Public Realm Investment 
Program  

Regional Matching Grant 

$25,000 minimum to $150,000 
maximum per grant 

Annual program budget (current 
$350K) 

Within or directly adjacent to a 
Regional Road right-of-way and 

areas of significant Regional 
investment in urban and core 

areas 

Kms of roads/trails created or 
improved 
Number of trees planted 
Accessibility components installed 
Amount of place-making features 
and public art installed 

 


