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THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF NIAGARA 

BY-LAW NO. <> 

A BY-LAW TO ESTABLISH, OPERATE AND MAINTAIN A 

CONSOLIDATED PASSENGER TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM FOR THE 

REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF NIAGARA 

WHEREAS Niagara Region Council deems it expedient and beneficial to address transit 

issues in Niagara Region; 

WHEREAS the Linking Niagara Transit Committee was established to lead the 

development of a consolidated governance model, as well as the harmonization and 

integration of operational and policy regimes of the existing transit properties; 

WHEREAS the Inter-municipal Transit Working Group was established to gather 

information and provide guidance on operational matters related to the transition to a 

consolidated transit system; 

WHEREAS Niagara’s four (4) major transit operators entered into a Memorandum of 

Understanding in 2017 that, in principle, endorsed the creation of a consolidated transit 

system; 

WHEREAS all local area municipalities have been consulted on and provided input 

regarding the results of the Niagara Transit Governance Study, associated financial 

strategy, and the subsequently revised models reflecting initial feedback; 

WHEREAS the Linking Niagara Transit Committee has endorsed the Commission 

governance model, Niagara Service Standards Strategy and associated twelve (12) 

special levy financial strategy as the models under which consolidation should take 

place as identified in Regional Reports LNTC-C 5-2021 and PW 55-2021; 

WHEREAS Niagara Region obtained triple-majority authority in 2017 to establish, 

operate and maintain an inter-municipal passenger transportation system in Niagara 

Region and enacted By-law No. 2017-21 on March 23, 2017, which came into effect on 

June 1, 2017, in this regard; 

WHEREAS under this new consolidated system, Niagara Region would plan and 

operate both intra-municipal and inter-municipal transit routes, including specialized and 

demand-responsive transit services, throughout Niagara Region creating one unified 

transit system; 
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WHEREAS existing transit assets would transfer to the Commission on the basis of 

Municipal Transfer Agreements, to be negotiated and entered into with the major transit 

operators substantially on the basis of the terms outlined in Appendix 3 to PW 55-2021; 

WHEREAS Section 11 of the Municipal Act, 2001, Ch. 25, as amended, grants 

exclusive jurisdiction over the operation of transit services to lower-tier municipalities in 

Niagara Region; and 

WHEREAS Section 189 of the Municipal Act, 2001, Ch. 25, as amended, provides an 

upper-tier municipality with the ability to pass a by-law for the transfer of all or part of a 

lower-tier power to the upper-tier municipality, subject to certain rules regarding 

consideration and approval by the lower-tier municipalities. 

NOW THEREFORE the Council of The Regional Municipality of Niagara enacts as 

follows: 

1. That the authority to establish, operate and maintain a consolidated passenger 

transportation system for Niagara Region be transferred to The Regional 

Municipality of Niagara; 

2. That steps to transfer jurisdiction and related assets essential to operating a 

consolidated passenger transportation system to The Regional Municipality of 

Niagara begin immediately after the following requirements have been met: 

a. A majority of the councils of the lower-tier municipalities forming part of 

Niagara Region have passed resolutions consenting to the by-law; 

b. The total number of electors in the lower-tier municipalities that have 

passed resolutions consenting to the by-law form a majority of all electors 

in the Region of Niagara as established in the revised list of electors for 

the municipal election held in the year 2018. 

3. That in this by-law, the term “consolidated passenger transportation system” shall 

mean a single, unified public transportation services system operating within or 

between any two or more of the twelve (12) lower-tier municipalities which 

comprise the Region of Niagara; 

4. That The Regional Municipality of Niagara does hereby assume from all lower-

tier municipalities comprising the Region of Niagara, those parts of the lower-tier 

power and related assets essential to provide public transportation systems, 

other than highways, necessary to own and operate a consolidated passenger 

transportation system as contemplated by this by-law; 
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5. That Sections 1 and 2 of the by-law shall come into force and effect on the day 

the requirements of Section 189 of the Municipal Act 2001, Ch. 25, as amended, 

are met; 

6. That Section 4 of this by-law respecting the transfer of assets and operations to 

the new transit commission does not come into effect until January 1, 2023.  For 

clarity, the lower-tier municipalities that operate public transportation systems will 

continue to do so until these operations transition to The Regional Municipality of 

Niagara on January 1, 2023.   

THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF NIAGARA 

         

James Bradley, Regional Chair 

         

Ann-Marie Norio, Regional Clerk 

Passed: <date> 


