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| plan to represent myself as a resident of St Catharines who has been here
for almost 12 years and as a citizen concerned about the Climate
Emergency, in which we now, undoubtedly find ourselves. | have been
following the debate about the level of protections suggested for the Natural
Heritage System as part of the New Niagara Official Plan (3B vs 3C) and
have studied the Climate Change Discussion Paper written in 2019 that
supports the argument for bold protections of biodiversity in order to mitigate
the effects of climate change. | want to express my thoughts to councillors
about what | see as their responsibility as leaders on Regional Council and
to also impart my own understanding of what it is to put Reconciliation into
action - in particular, to share what | have started to learn about indigenous
governance and the wisdom of gratitude therein that can guide us towards
living sustainably with ALL life in the region, which in my view is a vote for
3C - the most robust protections of an already endangered Natural Heritage
System.
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