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February 25, 2019 

Sent via email only 
Kirsten McCauley, MCIP, RPP 
Senior Planner, Secondary Plans 
Planning and Development Services 
Niagara Region 
1815 Sir Isaac Brock Way 
Thorold, ON  L2V 4T7 
 
Dear Ms. McCauley: 
 
Subject: Proposed Niagara Region Official Plan Amendment No. 15 

  Update to Exemption Policies 

  MMAH File #: 26-EOPA-198686 

 
Thank you for providing the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing (“Ministry”) with 
the opportunity to review and provide comments on proposed Regional Official Plan 
Amendment No. 15 (“ROPA 15”). It is understood that the Region is bringing ROPA 
15 forward under Section 17 of the Planning Act and would be the decision maker.  
 
ROPA 15 would update sections 14.E.6-14.E.8 of the Regional Official Plan which 
outlines when a local official plan amendment may be exempt from Regional 
approval. ROPA 15 has been reviewed in the context of the Planning Act, the 2014 
Provincial Policy Statement, the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, 
2017 (“Growth Plan”) and the Greenbelt Plan, 2017.  
 
Pursuant to section 17(10) of the Planning Act (the “Act”), Regional Council was 
authorized to pass By-law 129-2001 which exempts lower-tier official plan 
amendments brought forward under section 17 of the Act from Regional approval. 
According to By-law 129-2001, Regional Council may exempt minor, site specific 
local official plan amendments from Regional approval.  
 
Ministry staff are generally supportive of the Region updating their exemption policies 
to provide clarity and certainty to their lower-tier municipalities.  
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