
Administration 
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905-980-6000  Toll-free: 1-800-263-7215 
______________________________________________________________________ 

MEMORANDUM 

PDS-C 9-2019 

Subject: Recommendations from the Agricultural Policy and Action Committee 
meeting held February 22, 2019 

Date: Wednesday, March 20, 2019 

To: Planning and Economic Development Committee 

From: Ann-Marie Norio, Regional Clerk 

The Agricultural Policy and Action Committee, at its meeting held on February 22, 2019, 
passed the following motion for consideration by the Planning and Economic 
Development Committee: 
 
Minute Item No. 7.1 
APAC-C 03-2019 
Irrigation Working Group Update 
 

1. That Correspondence Item APAC-C 03-2019, respecting an Irrigation 
Working Group Update, BE RECEIVED for information; and 

2. That Regional Council ENDORSE the formation of a volunteer Niagara Water 
Resource Board. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted and signed by 

________________________________ 
Ann-Marie Norio 
Regional Clerk 



THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF NIAGARA 
AGRICULTURAL POLICY & ACTION COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
 

APAC 1-2019 
Friday, February 22, 2019 

Committee Room 4 
Niagara Region Headquarters 

1815 Sir Isaac Brock Way, Thorold ON 
 
Committee: Councillors Butters, Disero, Easton, Steele, Witteveen 

(Committee Chair); G. Janes, C. Mullet Koop, J. Schonberger, 
L. Troup, A. Vaughn, K. Wiens 
 

Absent/Regrets: Bradley (Regional Chair), Councillor Jordan; J. Kikkert, B. 
Schenck (Committee Vice Chair), A. White 
 

Staff: E. Acs, Manager, Community Planning, K. Lotimer, Legislative 
Coordinator, K. Provost, Economic Development Officer 
 

Others Present: S. Marshall (Ontario Tender Fruit), H. Swierenga (OFA Member 
Services Representative) 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Kelly Lotimer, Legislative Coordinator, called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. 

2. DISCLOSURES OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 

There were no disclosures of pecuniary interest. 

3. SELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 

3.1 Call for Nominations for Committee Chair 

Kelly Lotimer, Legislative Coordinator, called for nominations for the 
position of Chair of the Agricultural Policy and Action Committee, for a two 
year term (2019 - 2020). 

Moved by K. Wiens  
  Seconded by G. Janes 

That Councillor Disero, BE NOMINATED for the position of Chair of the 
Agricultural Policy and Action Committee, for a two year term (2019 - 
2020) 
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  Moved by A. Vaughn 
Seconded by Councillor Easton 

That Councillor Witteveen, BE NOMINATED for the position of Chair of 
the Agricultural Policy and Advisory Committee, for a two year term (2019 
- 2020) 

3.2 Motion to Close the Nominations for Committee Chair 

Kelly Lotimer, Legislative Coordinator, called a second and third time for 
nominations for the position of Chair of the Agricultural Policy and Action 
Committee. There being no further nominations it was: 

Moved by Councillor Steele 
Seconded by K. Wiens 

That the nominations for the position of Chair of the Agricultural Policy and 
Action Committee for a two year term (2019 - 2020), BE CLOSED. 

Carried 
 

3.3 Voting for the Position of Committee Chair 

Voting by a show of hands resulted in the following: 

Councillor Disero = 4 

Councillor Witteveen = 6 

Based on the results of the vote, Ms. Lotimer announced that Councillor 
Witteveen had received the majority of the votes and would be the Chair 
of the Agricultural Policy and Action Committee for a two-year term (2019-
2020). 

3.4 Call for Nominations for Committee Vice-Chair 

Kelly Lotimer, Legislative Coordinator, called for nominations for the 
position of Vice-Chair of the Agricultural Policy and Action Committee, for 
a two year term (2019 - 2020). 

  Moved by K. Wiens 
  Seconded by G. Janes 

That Bill Schenck, BE NOMINATED for the position of Vice-Chair of the 
Agricultural Policy and Action Committee, for a two year term (2019 - 
2020) 
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3.5 Motion to Close the Nominations for Committee Vice-Chair 

Kelly Lotimer, Legislative Coordinator, called a second and third time for 
nominations for the position of Vice-Chair of the Agricultural Policy and 
Action Committee. There being no further nominations it was: 

Moved by J. Schonberger 
Seconded by Councillor Easton 

That the nominations for the position of Vice-Chair of the Agricultural 
Policy and Action Committee for a two year term (2019 - 2020), BE 
CLOSED. 

Carried 

 

3.6 Voting for the Position of Committee Vice-Chair 

There being only one nominee for the position, Ms. Lotimer announced 
that Bill Schenck would be the Vice-Chair of the Agricultural Policy and 
Action Committee for a two year term (2019 - 2020). 

At this point in the meeting, Councillor Witteveen assumed the chair. 

4. PRESENTATIONS 

4.1 Natural Environment Work Program - New Regional Official Plan 

Sean Norman, Senior Planner, provided information respecting the 
Natural Environment Work Program - New Regional Official Plan. Topics 
of the presentation included: 

• New Regional Official Plan 
• Natural Environment Planning 
• Scope for Natural Environment Work Program 
• Key Issues to be Addressed 
• Official Plan Policies 
• Upcoming Consultation and Engagement 

Moved by K. Wiens 
  Seconded by A. Vaughn 

That staff BE DIRECTED to invite a representative from the Ontario 
Phragmites Working Group to make a presentation at the Agricultural 
Policy and Action Committee meeting being held on Friday, April 26, 2019. 

Carried 
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5. DELEGATIONS 

There were no delegations. 

6. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 

6.1 APAC-C 01-2019 

Agricultural Policy and Action Committee 2019 Meeting Schedule 

Moved by Councillor Steele 
Seconded by Councillor Disero 

That Correspondence Item APAC-C 01-2019, dated February 22, 2019, 
respecting the 2019 APAC Meeting Schedule, BE RECEIVED and the 
following recommendation BE APPROVED: 

That the Agricultural Policy and Action Committee meetings be held on the 
following dates: 

April 26, September 17 and November 29, 2019. 

Carried 
 

7. CONSENT ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 

7.1 APAC-C 03-2019 

Irrigation Working Group Update 

Sarah Marshall, Manager, Ontario Tender Fruit Growers, provided an 
update from the Irrigation Working Group. 

Moved by Councillor Disero 
  Seconded by Councillor Easton  

That this Committee RECOMMENDS to the Planning and Economic 
Development Committee: 

1. That Correspondence Item APAC-C 03-2019, respecting an Irrigation 
Working Group Update, BE RECEIVED for information; and 

2. That Regional Council ENDORSE the formation of a volunteer Niagara 
Water Resource Board. 

Carried 
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7.2 APAC-C 02-2019 

  Agricultural Policy and Action Committee Representation for the Niagara   
  North Federation of Agriculture 

Moved by Councillor Butters 
Seconded by Councillor Steele 

That Correspondence Item APAC-C 02-2019, respecting the Agricultural 
Policy and Action Committee Representation for the Niagara North 
Federation of Agriculture, BE RECEIVED for information. 

Carried 
 

7. CONSENT ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 

Moved by J. Schonberger 
 Seconded by G. Janes 

That the following items BE RECEIVED for information: 

APAC-C 1 -2018 
Agricultural Policy and Action Committee Minutes 
January 26, 2018 
  
APAC-C 2-2018 
Agricultural Policy and Action Committee Minutes 
April 20, 2018 

Carried 
 

8. OTHER BUSINESS 

8.1 Agricultural Policy and Action Committee Meetings 

Gracia Janes, Committee member, enquired about increasing the number 
of Agricultural Policy and Action Committee meetings per year. Chair 
Witteveen advised of his ability to call additional committee meetings 
when necessary. 

8.2 Representation from Cannabis Industry on the Agricultural Policy and 
Action Committee 

Kai Wiens, Committee member, enquired as to whether or not the 
Agricultural Policy and Action Committee members would entertain the 
addition of a representative from the Cannabis Industry.  
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Moved by J. Schonberger 
  Seconded by Councillor Butters 

That staff BE DIRECTED to invite a representative from the Cannabis 
Industry to make a presentation at the Agricultural Policy and Action 
Committee meeting being held on Friday, April 26, 2019. 

Carried 
 

8.3 Emily 911 Project 

Arden Vaughn, Committee member, provided information on the Emily 
911 project. 

Moved by A. Vaughn 
  Seconded by C. Mullet Koop 

That the Agricultural Policy and Action Committee ENDORSE the Emily 
911 Project. 

Carried 
 

8.4 Niagara North Federation of Agriculture Bus Tour 

Arden Vaughn, Committee member, advised committee members of the 
Niagara North Federation of Agricultural Bus Tour taking place on June 
20, 2019. More information regarding this tour will be provided at an 
upcoming Agricultural Policy and Action Committee meeting. 

8.5 Agriculture Asset Management 

Councillor Witteveen, Committee Chair, requested that staff provide 
information respecting the agricultural asset management work that was 
done through the Greater Golden Horseshoe Food and Farming Alliance.  

8.6 Long Term Strategies 

Councillor Witteveen, Committee Chair, requested that staff provide 
information highlighting the findings and extracts for the agricultural 
component of the long term strategies report completed by Brock 
University and Niagara Region. 

9. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be held on Friday, April 26, 2019, at 9:00 a.m. in 
Committee Room 4. 
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10. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 11:16 a.m. 

 
 

_______________________________
_ 

_______________________________
_ 

Councillor Witteveen 
Committee Chair 

Kelly Lotimer 
Legislative Coordinator 

  

_______________________________
_ 
Ann-Marie Norio 
Regional Clerk 
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MEMORANDUM 

APAC-C 03-2019 

Subject: Irrigation Working Group Update and Historical Background 

Date: February 22, 2019 

To: Agricultural Policy and Action Committee  

From: Ann-Marie Norio, Regional Clerk 

 
Attached is an update and historical background provided by the Irrigation Working 
Group for information. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted and signed by, 

________________________________ 
Ann-Marie Norio 
Regional Clerk 
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Irrigation Update and Historical Backgrounder for NAPAC meeting February 22nd, 2019 

• The cycle of drought like conditions in the Niagara region appears to be occurring more frequently (2001, 2007, 
2012, 2016 and in 2018 to a lesser extent).  

• In early July 2016 extreme dry conditions were reported to the minister of agriculture and minister of 
environment. 

• At that time, the OMAFRA water specialist calculated that in the Niagara region alone growers were facing a 
water deficit of approximately 50 mm.   

• When there are drought conditions, growers with irrigation (the majority of which is overhead) are in a constant 
cycle of trying to keep up and are putting great strain on current water infrastructure.   

• Those without any irrigation capacity truck water in or simply deal with the effects of no water for their crops 
(reduced yields, plant stress and in some cases plant death). 

• During the 2016 drought industry asked for a streamlined approval process for those requiring emergency 
permits to take water. 

• The 2016 drought resulted in a 15% yield reduction for tender fruit crops and a 24% reduction in wine grape 
yields vs. 2015. 
 

Niagara Irrigation Strategic Action Plan 
 

• Due to the economic impact of the drought, a funding project proposal was submitted and approved in 2017 led 
by the Niagara Peninsula Fruit and Vegetable Growers with cash and implementation support from Ontario 
Tender Fruit Growers, Grape Growers of Ontario and the Niagara Region to develop a Niagara Irrigation 
Strategic Action Plan. 
 

• The strategy was based on the following vision. 
 

Farms in Niagara have reliable access to 
irrigation water used efficiently and safely 

to sustain their productivity 
 

• To achieve this vision, the strategy recommended the following actions: 
• Recruit, engage and fund an irrigation point person for the Region as a whole for a two-year trial period with 

specific deliverables to be accomplished 
• Raise the positive profile of irrigation in the public space 

o across the government so that (i) planning decision-makers have better understanding in order to 
expedite approval of irrigation projects and (ii) infrastructure funding programs are accessible to 
support capital costs of irrigation infrastructure 

o build public support and understanding as to why irrigation is a shared public-private responsibility with 
the full cost burden not falling on the grower 

o coordinate actions and influence policy under the mandates of different regulatory bodies to enable 
irrigation access 

• Work to secure public infrastructure dollars, in the context of global climate change, to: 
o Make improvements to the capacity, reliability and efficiency of the NOTL open drainage ditch system 
o Subject to a satisfactory engineering and economic feasibility study, for systems (a) to deliver irrigation 

water west of the canal in west St. Catharines and (b) to provide greater security for pumping water 
from Lake Ontario to service farms in Lincoln 

o Enable growers to access C.A.P. funding for individual irrigation projects on-farm 
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• The strategic action plan was presented and endorsed by the NAPAC at their January 2018 meeting. 
 

• In February 2018 a localized Lincoln irrigation meeting was held chaired by Lincoln Mayor Sandra Easton with 
participation from growers and municipal representatives from Lincoln, St Catharines and NOTL. 
 

• At that meeting a federal grant application proposal was discussed that included the following objectives; 
 

• To move forward on recommendations from the Niagara Irrigation Strategic Action Plan and coordinate action 
amongst growers, ministries and municipalities to increase domestic food security, reduce energy emissions and 
increase water conservation by completing the following: 
 
 1. Formation of a volunteer "Niagara Water Resource Board (NWRB) with representation from each 
municipality and grower association to establish a job description and specific deliverables of the irrigation 
ambassador and regional water security initiatives;   
 
2. The NWRB will design and implement an emergency response system for low water occurrences resulting in a 
cohesive system for the entire region;   
 
3. The NWRB will develop and disseminate communication materials to the public to increase awareness of the 
need to ensure local food sustainability and the strategies growers will use to ensure efficient use and 
conservation of water resources; 
 
4. The Irrigation Ambassador will build relationships, conduct surveys and assessments and make 
recommendations that will ensure the sustainability of the agricultural sector environmentally and 
economically.  
 

Ambassador Deliverables: 
 

1. Ambassador will work with growers in Zone B, the City of St Catharines and OPG to contract a feasibility 
assessment of conveying water from sources above the escarpment at Decew Falls to the farmland at lower 
elevations.  The assessment will include the best way to store water centrally for distribution during high 
demand.  The goal is to reduce energy costs and environmental emissions and minimize risk of ground water 
depletion by finding alternate sources to help replenish aquifers.  The work will result in an organizational model 
for the construction and management of such a system.  Grower buy in and acreage involved to be solidified. 
 
2. Ambassador will work with NOTL Drainage System Superintendent and the NOTL irrigation committee on 
improving the capacity, reliability and coverage areas of the open irrigation system in Zone C. 
 
3. Ambassador will work with growers involved in independent existing water systems in Area A (Lincoln) to 
determine synergies and efficiencies that could be realized with possibly one common intake, one common 
pumping system and the additional coverage that could be serviced. 
 
4. Ambassador will assess and make recommendations on what tools are needed to strengthen the profile and 
priority given to irrigation needs in planning and legislation.  Coordination of meetings and presentations with all 
stakeholders. 
 
5. All stakeholders will work together to design and implement an Emergency Response Plan across the region 
that will ensure the protection of water sources while establishing a cohesive water rationing system with equal 
access to growers in the region to increase the security of agricultural production. 
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• A project proposal was submitted for these deliverables to the Federal EcoAction Plan program in the 
summer of 2018 with cash support from the Region, municipalities of Niagara on the Lake, Lincoln and St 
Catharines and the tender fruit and grape growers’ organizations. 

 
• Funding for the above project was not approved.  
 
• A preproposal was sent to the Disaster Mitigation and Adaptation Fund was submitted by the Niagara on the 

Lake Irrigation committee in 2018 to upgrade their infrastructure but they were not asked to submit a full 
proposal. 

 
Current Funding Environment 
 

• Provincial programs for agriculture are on hold with no indication of when they will open. 
 

• A Federal program has just recently been launched.  The Canadian Agricultural Strategic Priorities 
Program (CASPP) which is an investment of $50.3 million over five years.  

 
• Funding available through this program will help facilitate the sector's ability to address emerging issues 

and capitalize on opportunities. Program website - http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/programs-and-
services/canadian-agricultural-strategic-priorities-program/?id=1549325740130 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/programs-and-services/canadian-agricultural-strategic-priorities-program/?id=1549325740130
http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/programs-and-services/canadian-agricultural-strategic-priorities-program/?id=1549325740130
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