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what measures will be required to ensure that the
operation of the guarry meets current noise and
vibration standards of the Province. Tc date, the
Noise Pollution Control Section has not formally
responded to this report. However, the Quarry has
agreed to the following measures:

i)

ii)

iii)

iv)

v)

setbacks from Highway 3 and the nearest
residential dwelling which exceed the
minimum distance setback standards set
out in The Pits and Quarries Control Act
1971.

the imposition of blasting limits of 40
holes a day.

the use of seguential blasting techniques.

the construction of a temporary 18 foot
earth berm along the southern and western
boundary of the gquarry expansion area.

the acquisition and use of noise monitoring
equipment to measure noise and vibration
from the blasting operations to ensure that
Ministry noise standards are adhered to.

It should be noted that the above measures
taken by Port Colborne Quarry while helpful

in trying to meet Ministry of the Environment
noise standards will not necessarily eliminate
future complaints regarding noise and vibration
from the surrounding residents. Quarries by
the nature of their operation are almost assured
of creating some nuisance. However, the pre-
cautions taken by the guarry should reduce the
potential nuisance. However, a final judgement
on the impact of noise and vibration will have
to await the f£inal comments of the Ministry of
the Environment.

The issue of flyrock has not been mentioned in the
past as a problem or of particular concern by any of the
commenting agencies, the general public or by the City of
Port Colborne.
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the rezoning applications for Port Colborne
Quarries (PCQ), Pit 3 extension.

| have lived next door to PCQ Pit 2 for 49 years. | was active in the application process for
PCQ License Extension 4444 in 1980 — 1982.

When Port Colborne Planning (Glen Barker) reviewed the rezoning application in 1980, they
sent to the MNR a list of suggested conditions to be included in the License. One of the
conditions was that rehabilitation of Pit 2 should be completed within 6 months of the
depletion of Pit 2. A copy of the letter is attached (1). Unfortunately, the conditions were
initially included in the license and then removed about 1994. The Site Plan Agreement was
initially referenced in the license site plans, but was subsequently removed as MNR
determined it was only enforceable by the City. However, there has been little to no
enforcement.

When the Region of Niagara (Corwin Cambray) reviewed the Official Plan Amendment
(ROPA) application, the review and recommendation was based on information supplied by
PCQ. They estimated the life of Pit 2 to be 3 — 5 years for the extension, in addition to the
license for Pit 3. The Region based their agreement to the ROPA on the supplied
information, and justified the agreement to the license extension based on the information
that the disturbance to the neighbouring sensitive receptors would be very short-term. A
copy of the Planning Department Report is attached (2).

What does the previous brief history matter to this current rezoning application? It
indicates that the conditions the City and Region prefer need to be included in the site plans
before the rezoning is granted. The sequence of approvals requires appropriate zoning to
be in place before the license will be granted. Once the zoning allows aggregate operations,
the ministry is free to set their own conditions. If the City and Region conditions are already
in the site plan, and the area to be licensed is reflected in the zone boundaries, the Ministry
can only license that property.

Attached (3) is an aerial view of surrounding land uses and the proposed quarry extension.
It is referenced as Sheet 1 of 9. Pit 2 is identified, and that was expected to have been
rehabilitated by or before 1990. As is clear from the recent aerial, Pit 2 is far from
rehabilitated after 30 years because there is no avenue for enforcement.

There is no argument that quarries are a necessary industry, and that they can only exist
where there is a mineral resource. The licenses are granted based on a set of conditions to
which the operators agree. However, there needs to be a mechanism to enforce the
agreements. Since the MNRF does not enforce municipal agreements, the conditions under
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which the rezoning is granted should be such that if they are not complied with, they can be
revoked.

PCQ will argue that the current owners are good corporate citizens and have demonstrated
same. However, PCQ has had 3 different owners in the 49 years | have been their next door
neighbour, and there is no guarantee the current owners will continue to own and operate
this facility. The conditions must be enforceable for anyone that may own the property and
operate the quarry.

The current progress plan on Figure 5 of the Planning Justification Report attached (4),
shows the Phase 1A as approximately 80% of the site proposed to be licensed. This
translates to approximately 40 years of quarrying. How is that interpreted to be phasing?
The timing of future activities, such as moving the crushers and processing equipment, are
referenced to the phasing. The phasing should be identified for 5 year time frames, so such
vagueness is removed, and that timing of coincidental work is predictable to a 5 year time
frame.

The next matter is the proposed operational progression of the quarry operation. At a
recent Port Colborne Council meeting, a PCQ representative suggested that the Pit 3
extension could extend for up to 60 years. The current quarrying area includes a very small
tab (or leg, or finger) on the north of the property, identified as Phase 3. This is shown on
the attached (5) excerpt from Site Plan Drawing 9 of 9. In order to mine this area, PCQ has
already asked for a realignment of the Wignell (Michener M2) municipal drain to access this
tab. The current alignment of the municipal drain is through the Provincially Significant
Wetland along Carl Road ROW, as shown on the attached (6). This portion of the drain
carries surface runoff from almost 150 hectares of agricultural land upstream, north of
Second Concession Road. The runoff replenishes the wetland during rainfall events. The
wetland buffers the intensity of the runoff, and filters the water before it proceeds further
downstream, and provides a spawning for northern pike in the spring of the year. The
application for license not only seeks permission to mine on the second (south side) of the
wetland, but also on the east side, which would result in the wetland becoming a peninsula.
It should also be noted that the proposal includes reducing the NPCA Policy setback of the
guarry from the wetland from 30 metres to 10 metres, and to use the setback area for
berming contrary to NPCA Policy. If an expert hydrogeologist wanted to kill a wetland, the
approach would be to remove the source of water, creating just land, and that is what this
realignment would accomplish. The rezoning Planning Act amendments and the Drainage
Act are interlinked regulations. You are considering a rezoning in the case of the City, or a
Policy Plan amendment in the case of the Region. The request for rezoning must include a
review of all regulations and all acts, and that includes the Drainage Act.
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In the case of the Port Colborne Drain on Babion Road, the drain is being realigned off the
road allowance because of safety concerns. The alignment of the north reach of the Wignell
Drain proposes the alignment in the south roadside ditch along Second Concession Road.
The culvert under Second Concession Road is 1800 mm diameter with approximately 600
mm of silt, and 400 mm of cover, requiring the invert of the ditch to be at least 1600 mm
below the road surface, and deepening as it flows downstream to the east. This contradicts
the reason for realigning the drain on Babion Road.

In the north tab identified on attached (7) as Phase 3, the aggregate is covered by 10 — 12
metres of overburden, and the approximately 60 metre tab width is reduced by 15 metre
setback on the west side, 19.1 metre width reduction for the municipal drain and
maintenance width and berm on the east side attached (8), and 10 — 12 m on each side
(Ministry Of Labour minimum side slope) for sloping of the overburden, making a width of
only about 20 — 25 m of the aggregate accessible for quarrying. The thickness of aggregate
based on the geological report and maps for the license to the bottom of the Falkirk Unit
attached (9) and (10) have determined there is only about 3 metres of aggregate available
in the extreme south end of the north tab. The length of the tab is about 300 metres. This
calculates to 40,000 to 60,000 tonnes of aggregate. It will require moving approximately
125,000 cubic meters of overburden. | have asked the Port Colborne JART PLC to have this
guantity confirmed. Phase 3 is the last phase, and represents less than 1 month of the
annual license tonnage in an application that could last up to 60 years. There seems to be
no reason to jeopardize the wetland and adjacent woodlot shown in attached (11).

The application for rezoning of this tab should be rejected, making the Wignell north reach
drain realignment unnecessary, preventing the wetland from being a perched peninsula,
and saving the wetland biodiversity and the valuable other benefits it provides. The
proponent may suggest the drain needs to be relocated to provide access to the agricultural
lands when the access from the south is cut off by the new quarry extraction. However,
access can easily be provided with a culvert at the drain’s existing alignment.

Thank you for allowing me to speak to this important issue which will become your legacy
for 60 years or beyond.

Jack S Hellinga,

_ Port Colborne
I
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	Structure Bookmarks
	Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the rezoning applications for Port Colborne Quarries (PCQ), Pit 3 extension. 
	I have lived next door to PCQ Pit 2 for 49 years.  I was active in the application process for PCQ License Extension 4444 in 1980 – 1982. 
	When Port Colborne Planning (Glen Barker) reviewed the rezoning application in 1980, they sent to the MNR a list of suggested conditions to be included in the License.  One of the conditions was that rehabilitation of Pit 2 should be completed within 6 months of the depletion of Pit 2.  A copy of the letter is attached (1).  Unfortunately, the conditions were initially included in the license and then removed about 1994.  The Site Plan Agreement was initially referenced in the license site plans, but was su
	When the Region of Niagara (Corwin Cambray) reviewed the Official Plan Amendment (ROPA) application, the review and recommendation was based on information supplied by PCQ.  They estimated the life of Pit 2 to be 3 – 5 years for the extension, in addition to the license for Pit 3.  The Region based their agreement to the ROPA on the supplied information, and justified the agreement to the license extension based on the information that the disturbance to the neighbouring sensitive receptors would be very sh
	What does the previous brief history matter to this current rezoning application?  It indicates that the conditions the City and Region prefer need to be included in the site plans before the rezoning is granted.  The sequence of approvals requires appropriate zoning to be in place before the license will be granted.  Once the zoning allows aggregate operations, the ministry is free to set their own conditions.  If the City and Region conditions are already in the site plan, and the area to be licensed is r
	Attached (3) is an aerial view of surrounding land uses and the proposed quarry extension.  It is referenced as Sheet 1 of 9.  Pit 2 is identified, and that was expected to have been rehabilitated by or before 1990.  As is clear from the recent aerial, Pit 2 is far from rehabilitated after 30 years because there is no avenue for enforcement. 
	There is no argument that quarries are a necessary industry, and that they can only exist where there is a mineral resource.  The licenses are granted based on a set of conditions to which the operators agree.  However, there needs to be a mechanism to enforce the agreements.  Since the MNRF does not enforce municipal agreements, the conditions under 
	which the rezoning is granted should be such that if they are not complied with, they can be revoked. 
	PCQ will argue that the current owners are good corporate citizens and have demonstrated same.  However, PCQ has had 3 different owners in the 49 years I have been their next door neighbour, and there is no guarantee the current owners will continue to own and operate this facility.  The conditions must be enforceable for anyone that may own the property and operate the quarry. 
	The current progress plan on Figure 5 of the Planning Justification Report attached (4), shows the Phase 1A as approximately 80% of the site proposed to be licensed.  This translates to approximately 40 years of quarrying.  How is that interpreted to be phasing?  The timing of future activities, such as moving the crushers and processing equipment, are referenced to the phasing.  The phasing should be identified for 5 year time frames, so such vagueness is removed, and that timing of coincidental work is pr
	The next matter is the proposed operational progression of the quarry operation.  At a recent Port Colborne Council meeting, a PCQ representative suggested that the Pit 3 extension could extend for up to 60 years.  The current quarrying area includes a very small tab (or leg, or finger) on the north of the property, identified as Phase 3.  This is shown on the attached (5) excerpt from Site Plan Drawing 9 of 9.  In order to mine this area, PCQ has already asked for a realignment of the Wignell (Michener M2)
	In the case of the Port Colborne Drain on Babion Road, the drain is being realigned off the road allowance because of safety concerns.  The alignment of the north reach of the Wignell Drain proposes the alignment in the south roadside ditch along Second Concession Road.  The culvert under Second Concession Road is 1800 mm diameter with approximately 600 mm of silt, and 400 mm of cover, requiring the invert of the ditch to be at least 1600 mm below the road surface, and deepening as it flows downstream to th
	In the north tab identified on attached (7) as Phase 3, the aggregate is covered by 10 – 12 metres of overburden, and the approximately 60 metre tab width is reduced by 15 metre setback on the west side, 19.1 metre width reduction for the municipal drain and maintenance width and berm on the east side attached (8), and 10 – 12 m on each side (Ministry Of Labour minimum side slope) for sloping of the overburden, making a width of only about 20 – 25 m of the aggregate accessible for quarrying.  The thickness 
	The application for rezoning of this tab should be rejected, making the Wignell north reach drain realignment unnecessary, preventing the wetland from being a perched peninsula, and saving the wetland biodiversity and the valuable other benefits it provides.  The proponent may suggest the drain needs to be relocated to provide access to the agricultural lands when the access from the south is cut off by the new quarry extraction.  However, access can easily be provided with a culvert at the drain’s existing
	Thank you for allowing me to speak to this important issue which will become your legacy for 60 years or beyond. 
	Jack S Hellinga, 
	770 Highway 3, Port Colborne 
	JHellinga@gmail.com




