
 
 
 
 
 

 

February 13, 2020 

 

Ms. V. Kuhns 

Acting Director, Economic Development 

Niagara Region 

1815 Sir Isaac Brock Way 

Thorold L2V 4T7 

 

RE: Long Term Regional Economic Development Strategy 

Dear Valerie, 

The strengths of our communities have always supported the strengths of the overall Niagara 

economy.  We were encouraged by the approved motion of January 15, 2020 by Regional 

Planning and Economic Development Committee regarding the creation of a long term 

economic development strategy for Niagara and the direction to engage the lower‐tier 

municipalities.   

Together we are confident that through this internal‐driven exercise, the efforts of Team 

Niagara will be reformed and refocused to support the natural strengths of our unique 

communities.  

Mayor Sendzik and I are pleased to be involved and engaged in the development of a long‐term 
economic development strategy for the Niagara Region. We believe that great things happen 
when municipalities and the region work together to achieve common goals. A strategy for a 
strong, sustainable economic growth across the entire region should be built on our respective 
strengths and should also anticipate and adapt to disruptive change.  
 
The vision for the region should be bold and forward‐looking and we look forward to 
participating in this endeavour.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Brian York           
Director, Economic Development      
& Government Relations 
 

 
Walter Sendzik 
Mayor, City of St. Catharines 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

January 15, 2020 
Planning and Economic Development Committee Open Session PEDC 1-2020  
 
Item 6.2 ED 1-2020  
Q4 Economic Development Quarterly Update and Annual Strategic Action Plan Report 
Card  
Val Kuhns, Acting Director, Economic Development, provided information respecting Q4 
Economic Development Quarterly Update and Annual Strategic Action Plan Report 
Card.  
 
Topics of the presentation included:  

o Economic Development Strategic Action Plan 2019-2024  
o Regional Council Strategic Priorities 2019-2022  
o Objective 1.1 Economic Growth and Development  
o Objective 1.2 Support Retention and Development of a Skilled Labour Force  
o Objective 1.3 Collaborative Approach to Business Growth and Retention  
o Objective 1.4 Strategically Target Industry Sectors  
o Economic Development Long Term Strategy  

 
Moved by Councillor Ugulini Seconded by Councillor Witteveen  
That Report ED 1-2020, dated January 15, 2020, respecting Q4 Economic 
Development Quarterly Update and Annual Strategic Action Plan Report Card, BE 
RECEIVED for information.  
 
Moved by Councillor Sendzik Seconded by Councillor Redekop  
That the motion BE AMENDED to add the following clause:  
That the Director of Economic Development BE DIRECTED to engage the lower tier 
municipal Economic Development offices respecting a ten-year economic development 
strategy including funding opportunities and resource allocation and provide a report 
respecting the outcome of this engagement.  

Carried  
 
The Chair called the vote on the motion, as amended, as follows:  
That Report ED 1-2020, dated January 15, 2020, respecting Q4 Economic 
Development Quarterly Update and Annual Strategic Action Plan Report Card, BE 
RECEIVED for information; and  
 
That the Director of Economic Development BE DIRECTED to engage the Lower Tier 
Municipal Economic Development offices respecting a ten year strategy including 
funding and resources allocation and provide a report back respecting these 
discussions.  

Carried 


